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Upcoming 
Events 

Tue, March 1 
7:30 pm 
Top Cat's General Mtg 
Durty Nellies, Palatine 
Leader: J. Heniff 

Tue, April 5 
7:30 pm 
Top Cat's General Meeting 
Durty Nellies, Palatine 
Leader: J. Heniff 

Sat, April 16 
Time & Location TBA 
Top Cat's Kickoff Ride 
Leader Bill Ryan 
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Saturday night, February 5 m , was the 
Top Cats Annual Banquet. What a 
great event that was. If you couldn't 
make it, you missed a terrific night. 
Mark Sullivan was the Banquet Chair-
man, heading a committee with Ted 
Lersch, Terry Kumro, and myself. But 
truth be told, Mark Sullivan did most of. 
the work, and heavy lifting. (BIG TOP 
CAT ROAR to Mark Sullivan) About 80 
people attended, many with their 
spouses. We had a beautiful private 
room at The Millrose Restaurant, in 
South Barrington. We enjoyed a nice 
cocktail hour, followed by a great din-
ner with excellent food. 

Throughout the evening, Mark Heller 
arranged to have a continuous slide 
show of Top Cat photographs running 
on a large screen set up in the room. 
(Big thanks to Rasheed Pasha for 
loaning us the projector.) After dinner, 
we had a terrific time handing out 
some awards to the members. Many 
were lighthearted awards with some 
fun gag gifts, and of course, we had 
some serious awards to hand out, rec-
ognizing the efforts of some deserving 
members for their contribution to the 
club. Mark Sullivan secured over 50 
door prize gifts from various motorcy-
cle dealers like Randy Weaver, from 
Randy's Cycle, Dave Plote, from Ideal 
Ride, Woodstock Harley-Davidson, 
and Suburban Harley-Davidson and 
more. There were hats, sweatshirts, T-
shirts, polo shirts, coffee mugs, a 
Harley Monopoly game, and other 
great prizes that were given out by call- 

ing ticket numbers. Nearly everybody got to 
go home with something. And the 50/50 raf-
fle was held, with Cindy Rayburn selling a lot 
of tickets. The winning ticket was drawn from 
a bag of tickets by Lisa Sullivan, a woman 
famous in three states for her honesty and 
integrity. I'm pleased to say that I won the 
$125 prize. 

One of the nice things about the banquet was 
that in addition to the older members, we had 
a lot of the newer members attend. And the 
banquet is one of those opportunities where 
newer members get to mix and mingle with 
the older members, meet their spouses, and 
have the chance to really talk to people that 
they might not have a chance to engage in 
conversation at a monthly meeting. I didn't 
sit with any of my old time friends, except Jim 
Haase, so I had a chance to chat with Carl 
Marcyan and Randy Braun, as well as one of 
our newest members Guy Micelli. I got to 
meet Carl's lovely wife Ana, and Randy's 
lovely wife, Faye, and they got to meet my 
beautiful wife, (she reads the Roar) Denise. 
We talked about movies, books, motorcycles, 
family, and it was just wonderful. The same 
thing was going on at tables all around the 
MOM. 	 Continued on page 12 

Top Cat Banquet Is A 
Top Notch Success 

Article By: Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 
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THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

TOP CATS—Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible Leaders, Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Pro-
prietors, Partners, principals, CEO's, and other 'Top Cats' of large, medium and 
small organizations, institutions, and companies. The content and opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of Top 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
President Jim 'Iceman' Heniff 	 847-381-5357 

Vice President Chuck Prettyman 	 847-382-4269 
cpman4@aol.com  

Treasurer Carl Marcyan 	 312-218-5560 
cmarcyan@sdflawcorn 

Secretary Ken Glassman 	 847-394-2646 
ihawkeye50@hotmail.com  

Founder Carl Virgo' Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President Sandra Vernon 	 847-634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director Rose Temple 	 847-516-8825 
rtemple@acnielsen. corn 

Director Don Shaffer 	 847-564-1489 
n umbersman@thecpas. biz 

Director Jim 'TAZ 1  Krepel 	 815-459-9345 
tazman69er@netscape. net  

Director Terry 'Lizard' Kumro 	 847-639-4009 
tlizardkumro@aol.com  

COMMITTEE LEADERS 
Activities Gary Brandt 	 847-546-9771 

meal 957@comcast.net  

Advertising Carl Marcyan 	 312-218-5560 
cmarcyangsdflawcom 

Membership Lynn Adams 	 847-657-9363 
leadams38@msn.com  

Charity Ride Rose Temple 	 847-516-8825 
rtemple@acnielsen.corn 

Products Janet Riddick 	 847-548-8447 
Riddick@wickes.com  

ROAR Mark B Heller 	 224-627-9137 
mark@mbhellercom 

Website Sal Saccomanno 	 847-526-5200 
salsacco@ameritech.net  

Hotline Gary Brandt 	 847-546-9771 
meo1957@comcast.net  

Safety Director Wayne Kirkpatrick 	 847-854-4137 
wkirkpa177@aol.com  

Sgt at Arms Bill Ryan 	 847-524-1038 
ryanbuilder@aol.com  

Awards Mark and Lisa Sullivan 	847-516-8682 

Web Site: topcats.org  

Top Cat's Hotline: 847-622-3501 

HOTEL INFORMATION 

Galena Overnight 
Saturday 6/11 

Irish Cottage Hotel, Galena, IL 866-284-7474 
$90 12 rooms being held for Top Cats 

Sturgis on the River -Davenport Iowa 
Friday and Saturday Nights June 17 & 18 
Radisson Quad Cities (Davenport) 1-563-322-2200 
Approx $89 Rooms Blocked Out for Top Cats 

Mississippi River Run,  Sat & Sun nights July 2nd & 3rd 
Trempealeau Hotel Contact Jim Jenkins: 608-534-6898 
3 Suites, 8 European Style Rooms with shared bathroom 
Suites: $120 night, Singles: $35 night 
No rooms being held. First come first serve 
Riverview Motel Contact Debra Michelson : 608-534-7784 
Rooms: $64-$69 night, No rooms held. First come first served. 
Lucas House B&B Contact Tom Scherr: 608-534-6665 
5 B&B type rooms, separate baths $75-$85/nite 
No Credit Cards, checks or cash only $50 deposit required 
No rooms being held. First come first served 
Pleasant Knoll Hotel, Contact Bill 608-534-6615 
16 Rooms available $53 - $69 per night Nice accommodations 
at a good price. 

Canadian Countryside Ride  
Note: Call hotels at number shown but best prices are available 
by booking reservations online at web sites shown . 
1st day: Ferry Reservation: 7/13/2005 Milwaukee to Muskegon 
Get ticket for bike and each person on bike. $30 bike, $50 person 
1st night: Night Drawbridge Plaza Inn 
7/13/05, Sarnia, Ontario, Canada Approx $56 
1 -800 -663 -0376 www Expedia.corn 

2nd night Howard Johnson Markham 
7/14/05 Toronto, Ontario, Canada Approx $ 75 
1-905-479-5000 1-800-446-4656 
www.CheapTickets.corn 
3rd night: Falcon Inn 
7/15/05 Niagra Falls, Ontario, Canada Approx $65 
www.FalconInnNiagara.com  
4th night: Best Western Continental Inn 
7/16/05 Windsor, Ontario, Canada Approx $75 
1-519-996-5541 1-800-780-7234 www.Expedia.corn 

Sturgis  
1st Night Holiday Inn, Mankato MN 8/3/2005, 507 -345- 1234 

$63.00 

2nd night Kelly Inn, Pierre SD. 8/4/2005 605-224-4140 
Contact John Allison $56 to $60 
3rd night on Alex Johnson, Rapid City 8/5/05 to ?? 
800-888-2539, Contact Donna Knapp or Cindy Olsen 
$185...6th night free 
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President's Corner 
s.-i( by m 'Iceman' Heniff 
The Top Cats has grown from a handful of motorcyclists / 
businessmen to a much larger organization of business 
people / motorcyclists. Two of the original members are 
still active. Do you know who they are?* 

The same By-Laws still guide the Club. Only a few modifi-
cations have been made over the 10 years of the Top Cats 
existence. One change involved our reporting period. Top 
Cats went from a fiscal year to a calendar year. The sec-
ond change separated the dual office of Secretary / Treas-
urer to what we have now; two distinct, separate offices. 

Our meeting place has changed many times over the years 
for a myriad of reasons, but mainly to accommodate the 
growing membership participation. The date and time how-
ever, remain the same: the first Tuesday of each month at 
7:30PM. The Mission Statement, pulled from our By-Laws, 
defines what we are as a Club and remains as it was in the 
beginning. 

Our membership requirements mirror the ideas of the foun-
der's original winning formula. G.R.A.S.S. has focused on 
informing those who join us: how we ride as a group. The 
only change is a more polished presentation. 

Attending our monthly meeting will reveal another tried 
and true ingredient of Top Cats.. Sturgis on the River 
and "Big Sturgis" have been a riding staple of this Club 
almost from the very onset of its inception. These two 
events go on and on without missing a beat and do not 
change. In their consistency lies their success. 

By-Laws, Mission Statement, Membership Procedure, 
G.R.A.S.S. as well as the other key ingredients men-
tioned are what drive this Club down a focused, well de-
fined path. 

One of motorcyclists with a business commonalty, orga-
nizing the best and safest rides found any where in the 
U S of A . 

From an acorn has grown a mighty oak. 

Saddle Up 
Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

*The answer to the question posed in the first para-
graph: Robb Mann and Jordan Glazof 

Oil 	Spots  
`(by Traveler 	 ) 
Traveling Tip. 
If you have a radio, jot down, or pre program, the traffic sta-
tions for the major cities you'll go thru on your trip. Then, 
tune in before you enter that city. Might just keep you out 
of that horrible traffic jam on some interstate during a down-
pour, when you really need to find a bathroom. 

change it frequently, it loses its lubricity. How long you 
can go between changes depends on riding style, and 
conditions. Err on the safe side. The more frequently 
you change your oil / filter, the greater your engine / trans 
longevity. At $50 - $60 per oil change, it's a real deal. 

Riding Preparation. 
Remember, everything the rider is doing to prepare for the 
upcoming season, the co rider should be doing also... 
prepping gear, replacing gear, exercising, reviewing 
owner's manuals, reading state laws, etc. 

Oil Change? 
When in doubt, change it. Today's synthetic oils last longer 
and lubricate better than old petroleum oils. But, if you don't 

Tire Change? 
Same thing as oil but, your life depends on it. Never try to 
squeeze another 1,000 miles out of a tire. While there 
are industry measurements for tread wear, don't wait to 
hit the minimum measurements. Replace a tire before 
they show too much wear. A worn tire performs poorly in 
reliability and traction. And, remember, stay away from 
riders with worn tires. They are a hazard to themselves 
and a hazard to you. 

F:n 1 
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Tech Corner Fuel Injection, Modules and the Dyno 

Nk{' 

	
An Interview of Warren's Cycle Service in Round Lake, IL. 

What is fuel Injection and how does it work? 
Fuel injection is simple when you are only talking about the 
definition. It gets complicated when trying to understand 
how it works. Fuel injection is basically the way your bike 
manages the amount of fuel it needs in order to create the 
proper detonation, which results in a properly working en-
gine. The current H-D fuel injection system is an open loop 
speed/density sequential port mechanism. 

OPEN LOOP  means the onboard computer only measures 
the intake side of the engine and not the exhaust side 

SPEED/DENSITY  is when the computer measures mani-
fold air pressure, air temp, throttle position and engine 
RPM in order to manage fuel delivery 

SEQUENTIAL PORT  means that the injector's nozzles are 
positioned in the intake manifold near the intake valve in 
order to deliver a precise shot of fuel at the right time. 

Why install a fuel injection module on your motorcycle? 
The H-D fuel injection system is limited in its tuning capability 
without the help of a fuel injection module. Harley offers 
Stage 1 and Stage 2 chips that reprogram your computer in 
order to accommodate larger pipes, a different air cleaner, 
motor work and so on. What they don't tell you is that these 
stage burns are not very accurate. Yes they work, but your 
injection system can be tuned a lot more accurately with a the 
Dynojet Power Commander. 

The stage burn chips are fuel maps that are built in order to 
accommodate Screaming Eagle brand parts. This means 
that if you have pipes or slip-on mufflers that are not Scream-
ing Eagle your injection map is going to be even farther off. 

Common symptoms of your fuel injection system not being 
properly tuned are: 

Dynojet Power Commander. Due to the ease of tun-
ing, end results and overall cost of the module War-
ren's recommends the Dynojet Power Commander. 

In our opinion the Race Tuner is not as economical 
as the Power Commander because it requires 2 -3 

more hours on the dyno in order to tune and it also 
costs a couple of hundred dollars more. It also voids 
your manufactures warranty and is only able to be 
used on one motorcycle. 

Power Commander Benefits 

1. Increased mileage and throttle response 

2. Infinite tuning capability. If you ever change pipes or 
do motor work all you 

have to do is re-tune the power commander. 

3. No voiding of your factory warranty 

4. In most cases, increased POWER! 

5. Stock bikes also benefit from the installation 

Why have your fuel injection tuned at Warren's? 

1. We have top of the line equipment, a Dynojet 250i Eddy 
Current Brake Dyno, to make sure our customers get the 
best. 

1. Increased Fuel Consumption 

2. Backfiring, popping or spitting when you let off the throttle 

3. Bike runs to hot or to cool 

4. Lag spots in acceleration 

What fuel injection module do you recommend? 

We have tested numerous fuel injection modules including 
the H-D Race Tuner, H-D Pro EFI Race Fueler and the 
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2. We have factory trained employees and are an official 
Dynojet Tuning Center. 

3. We use Tuning Link, the official software from Dynojet, in 
order to make sure your bike is tuned at the optimum level. 

4. We have competitive prices when compared to other shops 
and very fast turn around 

(847) 546-8613 
www.warenscycle.com . 



A Two-Wheeled Pilgrimage To A Summer Long Ago 
By Kenneth D. Massara 

At my age, I've seen and ridden a lot of roads. So one 
morning I decided to ride somewhere only I could go, 
my past. It was a trip I've thought about often. And now 
seemed as good a time as any to search out a special 
place that existed in my mind as a fond memory. 

As a young teenager, I spent a summer with my grand-
mother in a cabin in the hills above Manitou Springs, 
Colorado. My grandfather, being a romantic, named the 
cabin the "Jenny Wren," after his beloved wife. The two 
of them spent many happy summers there until he died 
in early 1945. That summer, I accompanied my grand-
mother to her summer retreat. 

Now. more than half a century later; I ventured west 
and toward my youth. The search for the Jenny Wren 
was officially under way. I wasn't sure I'd be able to 
find it, or if it even existed any longer. But I packed only 
clothing and optimism in my saddlebags. I easily cov-
ered the 477 miles to my first overnight stop-my sister's 
home in Papillion, Nebraska. 

The next two days I rode through steady rain and 
heavy winds for much of the 400 miles I was able to 
cover. Over my CB, I shared with curious truckers my 
reason for being on the road in such conditions in late 
September. 

The last leg of my trip brought clear skies and cool, 
crisp weather. A perfect fall day. By that point, I could 
get off the interstate and enjoy some back road riding. I 
watched the Rockies rising up on the horizon as I 
worked my way through Colorado, until they formed an 
immense wall ahead of me. It was mid-afternoon, when 
I rolled into town, so I put off searching for the cabin 
until the following day and took the last train of the sea-
son on the Cog Hill Railroad to the top of Pikes Peak. 
The view from its 14,110-foot summit brought back 
memories of a summer in the Rockies so many years 
ago. 

That night, I walked into the town of Manitou Springs 
for dinner at the Stagecoach Steak and Ale' House, 
which has been in continuous operation since 1881. I 
had a great dinner, and much to my surprise, also got 
some help in my search. 

Most of the storekeepers I asked were too new to the 
area to remember that time, but at the Stagecoach, 
Aaron Mattson, the manager, and Jody, the bartender, 

waitress and local historian, 
were able to give me several 
valuable suggestions about 
the location of older cabins 
that might match my descrip-
tion. 

I headed for the Manitou Li-
brary the next morn-
ing. There, I searched through several loose-leaf binders 
of articles and envelopes containing photos and stories of 
Manitou Springs in the early 1900's. The articles spoke of 
the gold trains and the mineral waters that the Indians in 
the area believed contained, supernatural healing pow-
ers, but nothing about the cabins. A few longtime resi-
dents happened into the library that morning, and the 
receptionist sent them over. I explained what I was look-
ing for, particularly the 200 or so steps that connected the 
cabins with the roadway leading into town. 

I left with a new set of directions to begin my 
search. Starting up the Gold Wing I headed west out of 
town past the last gas station. Before arriving at the Ute 
Pass exit, I was to look up and to my left. I didn't see the 
steps I expected, but there was a steep road leading into 
the foothills. I followed it upward until, rounding the last 
bend, I saw cabins, cabins and more cabins. 

I parked the bike and walked through the area, looking for 
landmarks to jog my memory. Some cabins looked like 
they were the appropriate age, but I couldn't even be cer-
tain this was the right mountain. Then I came to a road 
leading to a reservoir. Ahead of me was a large white "M" 
on the side of the mountain. The same one that grand-
mother liked to think stood for her Mike. 

The roadway leading to that area was fenced off, and a 
sign indicated a private driveway. Fences and cabins 
were everywhere-many of them built since that time, but I 
was now sure I was in the right spot. The Jenny Wren 
could not be far away. I walked past the private drive and 
further into the horseshoe layout of cabins. The trees 
were larger, and the cabins seemed smaller, but the lay-
out looked right. 

Then I spotted it. The cabin was still painted white, just as 
I recalled it. The name "DeSordi" was above the front 
door, but I knew that spot once had carried the name 
"Jenny Wren." Even the birdbath of mortar and stones 
that my grandfather had constructed was still in the front 
yard. Continued on page 6 
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Thanx 
By Wayne 'Traveler' Kirkpatrick 

2005 would have been my tenth year as writer, contributor, 
editor, and general stuckee for ROAR. Last month I was 
pleased to hand the responsibility over to the capable 
hands of Mark Heller. After nearly a decade of hands - on 
involvement with our Club's primary publication, I feel like a 
father watching his daughter ride off after her wedding... to 
be fondled by a stranger!! (Be gentle Mark) 

I really want to express my thanx to the many members 
who helped get ROAR out on time, who contributed pic-
tures and articles at the very last minute, and who valiantly 
waged a continuous effort to keep ROAR within the con-
fines of our Club culture. The real hidden hero however, is 
Barry Hulden, our publisher and an old member who has 
been relentless in assuring that ROAR reflects the ethics of 
the Club, that it gets published on time, every time, and that 
costs for high - end paper are kept at low - end prices . 

Few of us realize that mailing our publication could not 
have been done without the efforts of Lynn Adams in main-
taining an accurate membership roster and John Lunde 
who, not only performed as publisher while I served as 
president for two + years but, formatted address labels and 
backed me up on the many occasions that I was out of the 
country. 

I would be remiss if I did not recognize the masses who 
had a propensity to call me late at night or early in the 
morning to voice their concern over an article. (Note I said 
recognize, not appreciate.) While many readers often as-
sumed that articles were written specifically about them, 
even though no names were used, they all got the same 
response... if the boot fits... ya gotta wear it. The real value 
of that type of input though, lies in adding one more dimen-
sion of input to maintaining a sense of the culture of the 
Club and that's a plus. 

I am also appreciative of the many authors who tolerated, 
and allowed, the recommended rewrites of their articles in 
an effort to add clarity, and accuracy, and those who ac-
cepted rejects because of plagiarism, inappropriateness, or 
late submittal. 

My final heart — felt gratitude goes to our Board who recog-
nized the labor intensity of publishing ROAR and gave me 
the latitude and freedom to publish it as I believed it should 
be. 

We have, over a decade now, attempted to keep the con- 

tent of ROAR limited to motorcycle and Club related top-
ics and not let it become a forum for venting petty and 
immature personal attacks or a medium for whining over 
Club policies, Board decisions, or personal issues. As 
self serving as it may appear, I have to tell you that, in the 
local motorcycling community, ROAR surpasses anything 
any other Club publishes both in appearance and in con-
tent. It has always been a classy publication that repre-
sents the Club as one that rides above the others. I am 
confident that it will remain in the forefront of our sport's 
publications. 

Thanx for nearly a decade of your toleration, your contri-
butions, your interest, and even your feedback on stupid 
little speling mistakes.... 

I encourage you congratulate Mark on the great job he 
did on his first issue and to line up with me to support him 
as he initiates many more innovations and improvements 
to ROAR. 

Two-Wheeled Pilgramage Continued 

It was both a sad and joyful moment as I stood there, 
sorting out my memories of those good times long gone. I 
remembered my uncle Tone, quietly talking to the fish as 
he moved his fly rod back and forth along the waters of 
Eleven Mile Canyon; my Aunt Mary, calling everyone to a 
picnic lunch, and, of course, my Nonna, as we all called 
grandmother, providing this young'un with much needed 
direction. 

The summer I spent here in 1945 had been tough on her, 
with grandfather being absent for the first time. She shed 
many tears that year, and the challenge of having a teen 
under foot was both a help and a hindrance. I took her 
mind off his absence at times, but I am sure I caused her 
many an anxious moment. 

I could picture my grandfather among the bird feeders 
and shelters he had assembled. And even as I recalled 
his love of songbirds, I watched one hover near a remain-
ing feeder. 

The sun was already dropping behind the hill, but it was 
difficult to tear myself away. As I walked back to my 
Goldwing, I realized that on this motorcycle ride, I had 
traveled farther than ever before. 
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2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

Activities Corner 
1/4-  by Gary Brandt  
Team is the key word here. It has been unbelievable how 
many people have stepped up to lead rides and help with 
other tasks. There is no "I" in team and with many diverse 
ideas and your support how can we not grow and become 
better. Thanks to those who have sent their ideas and wis-
dom. As was mentioned at the February meeting there are 
plenty of jobs for people interested in making riding with 
Top Cats an even better experience. Some of these tasks 
involve helping Ride Leaders with certain specific needs. 
Others lead to better organization and a data base of future 
resources. In either case, the only objective we have is to 
get more people comfortable with planning and leading a 
world class ride. The more support the team has, the more 
it can accomplish. So far Scott Compton will expand his 
photographer role to help archive more pictures from our 
rides. Muriel Brandt has been helping with Hotel informa-
tion and is my assistant, Karlene Swearingen will help han-
dle several tasks and a few others have volunteered on an 
as needed basis. Of course those that will leading rides are 
on the top of my list. 

Are you eager to spread your wings and lead a group of 
Top Cats on a great journey? Or perhaps it has been 
awhile since you last used your leadership skills. Many of 
you have that favorite route or some special destination/ 
event to share with the rest of us. It is exciting to see the 
many newer members who want to lead us on a great ride. 
There remain several open dates on the calendar and flexi-
bility is always there to try and accommodate you. It would 
be great to book the April 24 th  ride soon. While the weather 
is always questionable during that month, many Top Cats 
will have the itch to get out a few times. 

Keep in mind that a ride does not have to be long or com-
plicated. Those of us who went with Larry Scalzitti on that 
cold January morning had a fun time. The ride was short 
(by Larrys standards at least) and simple. We had a pretty 
good lunch at a Mexican Cantina in Harvard and then 

headed home to thaw out. Look at the great new rides 
that took place last year. From Big Cats, to Ferry rides 
then a festival in New Glarus. What new ideas do you 
have? Remember, you have a team to help you!!!! 

It is our hope to have 75% of the calendar set by the start 
of the season (April). We will have as many rides as we 
get Top Cats to lead. Don't sit back and procrastinate. 
Get your ride booked now. 

Remember to get your vacation scheduled. Top Cats will 
have many options this year to get away from the stress 
of everyday life and hit the road with those who share 
your hobby. Between weekend trips to Galena, Daven-
port (Sturgis on the River), and Trempealeau (Mississippi 
River Run), you also have the opportunity to enjoy the 
Canadian Countryside all the way to Niagra falls. Of 
course let us not forget Big Sturgis. We have the 10 th  an-
niversary Banquet at the Alex Johnson Sunday August 
7 th . Elsewhere in Roar you will find the Hotel information 
for the Mississippi River Run, our June 11 th  Galena Ride, 
the Canadian Countryside Ride, Sturgis on the River and 
Big Sturgis. In most cases rooms are limited. Reserve 
yours early. 

After each General Meeting the Activities Team will hang 
around to answer questions, take inputs, or whatever. 
There is no such thing as a dumb question, especially if it 
may keep you from participating in or leading a ride. 
Aside from the Ride leaders, this club has some pretty 
experienced cyclists. For those of you who have trouble 
making the meetings, please feel free to email me at 
cgb002@comcast.net . 

Gary Brandt 

For the Activities Team 

• SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Specializing in Parts and Service for Harley Davidson 

Power Commander 

In House Dyno 
	Tuning Center 

rPr 	 ppers 

1221 W. Rollins Rd., Round Lake, IL. 60073 
847-546-8613 www.warrenscycle.com  
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Featured R de Canadian Countryside Ride 

by Mark 'Ducky' Heiler 

Last month I featured the Sturgis Ride and this month I'm 
spotlighting the Canadian Countryside Ride. It's important 
to talk about the longest rides first because they have the 
greatest potential to require planning as far as taking time 
off from work, home responsibilities, etc.. 

The Canadian Countryside Ride is a new ride for 2005. My 
wife and I have made this journey twice on a motorcycle 
and are anxious to make the trek again. My wife and I plan 
on this being the best Canadian trip yet since we'll be trav-
eling with fellow Top Cats. 

In the December, 2004 issue of ROAR, Jim Heniff wrote in 
his 'Presidents Corner' article that "...the Top Cats have 
never ventured to the northeast. Does that give you food 
for thought?" Well, I like doing things in a big way and the 
opportunity to do something first sounded good to me. This 
ride will not only be the first Top Cat ride to the northeast 
but it will also be the first Top Cat ride to leave the country! 

Since Sturgis averages about 10 days and 9 nights and the 
other two overnight Top Cat rides (Trempealau and Little 
Sturgis) are 3 days and 2 nights it sure leaves a big gap in 
the middle and an excellent opportunity for a 5 day and 4 
night ride like the Canadian Countryside Ride. 

Sturgis will hit the pocketbook for around $2500, Trem-
pealau and Little Sturgis only about $300 each and the Ca-
nadian Countryside Ride will fall somewhere in the middle 
at an estimated $750. 

The route and logistics are being tweaked but here are 
some of the known facts about this ride. 

• Leave on Wednesday morning, July 13 and return on a 
Sunday evening, July 17. 

• We'll spend 1 night in 
each of 4 different Cana-
dian cities. (Sarnia, To-
ronto, Niagara Falls and 
Windsor) 

• We'll have a club dinner 
on the third night, 700 feet above the falls in a revolving 
restaurant. 

• On the first day we'll ride our bikes onto a high-speed ferry 
in Milwaukee that will take us and our bikes across Lake 
Michigan to Muskegon. 

• For those that want to go on the ride but would rather not 
take the ferry, an alternative route, led by another Road 
Captain, will be available. Our 2 groups would then link up 
later in the day. 

• Road Captain Kevin Riddick will lead a day ride in the To-
ronto countryside area. 

• Rides in helicopters and/or World War II fighters are avail-
able for those so inclined. (Contact me) 

• We'll rack up more miles 
on Canadian roads than 
on US roads. 

• We'll stop at 2 different 
Canadian Harley David-
son dealerships to get 
those coveted Canadian 
Harley Davidson T-shirts. 
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!Featured Ride 
`tby Mark 'Ducky' Heller  

Canadian Countryside Ride 

 

  

  

Toronto has the worlds best hot dogs and I know exactly 
where to get them. That's reason enough for me to go 
back there! Niagara Falls has casinos, Maid of the Mist 
tours, World War II fighter rides and of course one of the 
most beautiful wonders of the world. 

Now guys, keep in mind that this is a ride that the little 
ladies would love to go on. Niagara Falls is one romantic 
place to begin with and for some reason the women just 
love it there. The monetary exchange rate is in our favor 

by about 20%. Our 
American dollars go a 
long ways there; hence 
lodging and food is very 
inexpensive. There's something about crossing the bor-

der, exchanging your currency and riding on these Cana-
dian roads that really make you feel like your farther from 
home than you really are. 

Now here's a few things you need to take care of. Ameri-
cans generally don't have any problem crossing into or 
out of Canada, however, those with felony convictions 
may be denied access. Also, if you have a DUI convic-
tion I'd recommend calling Canadian Customs prior to 
booking your reservations as they may delay your cross-
ing otherwise. 

When traveling to Canada be certain you have at least 
one photo ID card, your drivers license is sufficient. It 
doesn't hurt to have your social security card and a copy 

of your birth certificate either. 

Check with your motorcycle insurance agent at least 1 
month prior to the trip to verify insurance coverage in Ca-
nadian territory. It is also recommended that you obtain a 
proof of coverage card or letter from your insurance com-
pany to prove this coverage...do this one month prior to 
the trip as well. Be certain it lists the vehicle you are ac-
tually riding...in other words, don't bring a card showing 
coverage on a Ford Explorer when your riding your 
Harley into their country. 

One last note...since we'll be going through customs 
you'll need to leave your AK-47's, grenades and funny 
cigarettes at home for this trip. 

Since this is post 9-11, don't test their sense of humor at 
the border..don't tell them that your saddlebags are filled 
with C4, they've heard these poor jokes many times and I 
guarantee you they will not find it amusing. If you ruin 
their day they will ruin yours when they make you unpack 
all your underwear at the border. If you're not going to 
take my advice, then I suggest you be prepared and 
travel and ride commando! 

As far as reservations go, there are 4 hotels you need to 
book. You also need to make a reservation for the ferry if 
you will be taking the main route. 

Canada is north of us, it's generally colder than here 
much of the year so tourists generally travel during June, 
July or August. Hotels will fill up fast. The lodging is very 
inexpensive due to the exchange rate so book them 
ASAP! 

The hotels are conveniently posted on page 2 of this pub-
lication. 

Contact Mark "Ducky" Heller 
mark@mbheller.com 
	 224-627-9137 

Don't worry about a language barrier, I speak Candianeese. 

Ride Summary: Canadian Countryside Ride 

Days 5 

Nights 4 

Miles (approximate) 1200 

Costs (typical) $ 700—$750 
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for all your 

insurance needs." 

rget 
Insurance Agency, hie, 

2145 Meacham Rd. 	Phone 847325.9900 
Palatine, Illinois 60067 	Fax 847.925.9901 

Our preferred clients are Business Owners, 
Executives and Motorcyclists who know 
we'd. rather work for a client than search 
for one. Mails why our clients so often 
recommend us to others. Ask around. Ask 
an RB Target client about the RB Target 
Insurance Agency Satisfied client referrals 
have been building our business for over 
twenty three years. 

reCYCLEd Photo Of the month 

I'm telling you....we're 
nowhere near Durty Nellies. 

We never should have 
followed that Heller guy! 

Kaution Korner 
The Safety Column  By Windy Krepel 

There is many a debate 
going on concerning 
whether or not motorcy-
cling is a sport or not. 
There is no question about 
motorcycle racing. The 
type of motorcycling we do 
as Top Cats, the iron butt 
riders to the fair weather 
riders is up for debate. 

Well I consider it a sport 
and treat it like one. Where am I headed with all of this? 
Winter Training. We should train just as any athlete trains 
in the off-season. One needs to look at motorcycling as a 
sport that requires training and conditioning ones body so 
that maximum enjoyment is allowed. 

There are so many times as an instructor I have heard in 
our classes from a student who just has to pass because 
they are leaving on this big trip later in the week. These are 
usually the people that fade out fast during the course of 
the Saturday range exercises, or can hardly move when 
they show up Sunday morning. 

Now I don't mean that everyone should run out and hire a 
personal trainer, or start an Olympic type of exercise pro-
gram, just be aware that there are some simple steps that 
everyone can take over the course of the winter months 
that will help them be ready when the riding season 
starts. 

One of the biggest complaints we hear from our students 
is about their hands, especially the clutch hand. So an 
idea would be to get one of the stress balls to work with 
to help your hands develop flexibility and strength. 

Flexibility there's something to think about also. Believe it 
or not I have my students do some stretching before they 
ever get on their bikes, especially on Sunday mornings, 
this a way to get them to be able to turn their heads and 
bodies a little more hopefully (sometimes it works, other 
times, there is nothing I can do to get them to turn that 
head). Learning a few simple stretching routines and 
even joining a Yoga or Thai Chi class over the winter will 
help you improve you flexibility slowly so that when take 
your first ride you will still be able to move after you get 
off your bike. And who knows, your health and 
attitude might improve along with it. 
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New 

Bill Ryan 

Sunday, August 07, 2005 	TBD 

Sunday, August 21, 2005 

Sunday, August 28, 2005 

Activities Calendar  
**(by Gary Brandt 

Date 

Saturday, April 16, 2005 

Sunday, April 24, 2005 

Saturday, May 07, 2005 

Ride/Event 

Kickoff Ride 

TBD 

Saddle Sore 450 

Friday, June 17, 2005 

Saturday, June 25, 2005 

Saturday, July 02. 2005 

Saturday, July 09, 2005 

Sunday, July 10, 2005 

Wednesday, July 13, 2005 

Sunday, July 17, 2005 

Wednesday, July 20, 2005 

Saturday, July 30, 2005 

Sunday, July 24, 2005 

Sunday, July 31, 2005 

Wednesday, August 03, 2005 

Little Angels 

TBD 

TBD 

Sunrise Ride 

Galena- 1 night 

Lambs Farm Ride-Blue Knights 

Little Sturgis 

Big Cat Ride 

Mississippi River Run 

Midnight Tour 

New Diggins Ride 

Canadian Countryside 

Ride for Kids 

Ride to Work Day 

Save a Pet Ride 

Progressive Dinner Ride 

TBD 

Sturgis- Many nights 

G. Cumpata 

Tom Malia 

Mick Bryan 

TBD 

Bard Boand 

Stephan Levy 

Jim Haase 

TBD 

Tom DeRosa 

Mark B. Heller 

TBD 

TBD 

Chuck Prettyman 

Bard Boand 

Sunday, May 15, 2005 

Saturday, May 21, 2005 

Sunday, May 29, 2005 

Sunday, June 05, 2005 

Saturday, June 11, 2005 

Sunday, June 12, 2005 

Saturday, August 14, 2005 

Saturday, August 20, 2005 

Sunday, September 18, 2005 

Sunday, October 02, 2005 

Sunday, October 09, 2005 

Saturday, October 15, 2005 

TBD 

Founders Ride 

Liberty Ride 

Wheels and Water Ride 

Sunset Ride 

ISU Redbird Football Game 

Top Cats Charity Ride 

Presidents Ride 

TBD 

Rolling Thunder TFT 

Fall Colors Ride 

TBD 

Dan Strickler 

Mark B. Heller 

Mark B. Heller 

Charity Team 

Jim Heniff 

Nights Leader 

Saturday, September 03, 2005 

Saturday, September 10, 2005 

Sunday, September 11, 2005 



Top Cat Banquet Is A Top 
When new members join the club, nobody expects that 
the Top Cats become the new center of their social uni-
verse. But there are a few events that we expect mem-
bers to attend, like the Banquet and the Charity Ride. 
Those are two dates that help to bring the club together, 
help people meet and get to know one another, and give 
members a common experience. In the case of the 
Charity ride, it gives all our members a chance not only to 
help raise money for our charity, and show the non-Top 
Cat attendees the strength of our club, but to give our 
members a common bond of working towards the goal of 
bringing some joy to a group of disabled people who 
need some help to make their lives better. In the case of 
the Banquet, it too gives the members a common experi-
ence and gives newer members an insight into the club, 
its history, and what some of our members do behind the 
scenes to help make the club a great club to be a part of. 
And those members who do work so hard for the benefit 
of the group deserve to have their efforts recognized by 
ALL of their peers. So mark you calendars for Septem-
ber 11, for our Charity Ride, and make sure that next 
February, you can be available to attend the Annual Ban-
quet. 

"Most Memorable Ride" (the latter 2 awards for his Water 
and Wheels Ride). 

Our "Rookie of the Year Award" went to Chrissy Comp-
ton. Our "Volunteer of the Year Award" was given to 
Rose Temple. Most people will assume that Rose re-
ceived her award for all her hard work and effort on the 
Charity Ride, but there were many more reasons Rose 
was honored, including designing the beautiful invitation 
you all received to the Banquet. 

We gave out a "Special Sturgis Award" to Randy Braun, 
to commemorate his trip to Sturgis this year where Randy 
had a minor mishap that resulted in major damage to his 
100 th  Anniversary Electra Glide. After the accident, luck-
ily, Randy was pronounced fit, but the Glide was pro-
nounced Dead on Arrival. So to give Randy a little token 
of his trip, we presented him with a T-Shirt that read, "I 
rode it, I crashed it, I trashed it. . . Sturgis 2004." 

sc  cif:RR! Z44400ss;S:17177 

Now for the Awards that were handed out. The club 
voted the "Best Dressed Male and Female" members as 
Chuck Prettyman, and Linda Daro. (I assume you can 
figure out which one got which award). Both received the 
new 2005 Harley Davidson Clothing and Accessory cata-
logue. I know I can't wait to see one of them in the new 
fringed halter tops next season. ( again, I hope you can 
figure out which one I'm talking about). 

Chuck Prettyman received the award certificate for 
"Attending the Most Top Cat Rides". Mark Heller was a 
multiple winner, taking home award certificates for being 
the "Most Improved Rider", for "Best Prepared Ride" , and 

The "Big Weiner Award" was given to Bard Boand for 
riding through a huge puddle that he didn't think was very 
deep, during our Little Sturgis Ride. Bard found out the 
hard way that his waterproof boots will not keep his feet 
dry when the water pours into them from the top of the 
boots, as he was nearly knee deep in water in that pud-
dle. Bard was awarded a floatation device to mount to 
the underside of his bike in case he decides to try some-
thing like that in the future! 

Larry Scalzitti was awarded a certificate for the "Most 
Miles Ridden in 2004", with over 24,000 miles. I literally 
don't put that many miles on my car in 3 years! And 
Larry also received an award for "Drives No Matter What 
the Weather". For riding to the December meeting on a 
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Notch Success Continued 
cold blustery night, that turned really ugly with a snow-
storm by the time we left the meeting, we gave Larry a 
very handy ice scrapper to keep in his saddlebags. 

The Safety Committee also awarded Larry Scalzitti for 
being the "Road Captain of the Year". He was recog-
nized for planning and executing several long distance 
rides during the year, which are difficult not only to ac-
complish, but requires a lot of pre-ride preparation to do 
properly. 

The "Most Scenic Ride" was awarded to Stefan Levy for 
his Big Cats Ride to see the lions, and tigers, and bears 
(Oh my!) The "Member of the Year" award went to Jim 
Haase, recognized for all his hard work and diligence as 
Activities Chairman, and for his hard work in designing 
and completing the online Business Directory, and for 
leading his July 4th  ride to Trempealeau, and for the many 
other contributions he has made to our club in 2004. 

They were honored for their contributions as important 
members of the Charity Ride Committee (again), for their 
efforts in handling all of our Top Cat logo clothing (again), 
participation in many rides, (Kevin earned his white Road 
Captain Rocker for the Progressive Dinner Ride) and for 
their general service in making Top Cats the outstanding 
club that it is. 

The "Founders Cup", named in honor or our Founder, 
Carl "Virgo" Bender, was first awarded last year to Wayne 
Kirkpatrick. It is an award that is given to an individual 
who is honored for a body of work, leadership, and ser-
vice to the club over a long period of time. The award 
embodies a person who has a passion for the club and 
maintains the vision of the Top Cats that our Founder had 
10 years ago when he created the club. 

This year, the "Founders Cup" was awarded to Bard Bo-
and, who embodies all the qualities necessary for this 
honor. Bard was one of the early members of the club, 
and has served on the Board for 8 of the 10 years of the 
clubs existence. And even though he is not on the cur-
rent Board, he still attends virtually every General and 
Board meeting, offering advice, counsel, and occasion-
ally, even wisdom. 

Vice President, Chuck Prettyman, awarded the "Vice 
President's Cup" this year. When the voting was all 
done, the results came out in a tie. So the Vice-
President's Award was given to Janet and Kevin Riddick. 
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Bard has served on many committees over the years, 
and is famous for creating and leading the clubs ride to 
Sturgis South Dakota each year, and for building the rela-
tionship with the famous Alex Johnson Hotel (and you all 
now know the phone number to that hotel by heart). He 
also created the Little Sturgis ride to Davenport every 
year, and got me involved in 

Continued on page 20 



 

General Meeting: February 20051 

 

Minutes 

  

`--,:by Ken 'Hawkey& Glassman 

Jim Heniff welcomed every-
one to the February meeting 
at Durty Nellie's. Carl Hart 
introduced his guest, Don 
Southwell. Treasurer Carl 
Marcyan introduced his guest 
Johnny Zwierko, and Joe Ra-
banus introduced his guest 
Paul Macowicz. 

Treasurer, Carl Marcyan re-
ported that the transition of 

the financial books from Past Treasurer, Don Schaffer 
went smoothly and our finances are in good shape. 

Past Prez, Sandy Vernon, reported that she's organizing 
a "Ladies Only Event". She assured me that the event is 
gender based, and does not apply to people like me who 
ride smaller displacement Japanese motorcycles. It is 
open to all female riders, passengers, reluctant passen-
gers, wives or significant others of members. It will deal 
with a myriad of topics from riding skills, passenger tips 
and skills, and even where to buy riding clothes tailored 
to women. Watch the Roar for more info, or call Sandy. 

Activities Chairman, Gary Brandt, had a lot to say about 
the upcoming riding season, and announced that he will 
stay after all future meetings to answer your questions 
about rides, so he doesn't have to spend 30 minutes at 
each meeting explaining ride details. Also, the website 
will be a good source of info about the rides. 

several years, with great roads to ride, inexpensive hotel 
rooms, and of course, the camaraderie of any overnight 
trip. So call or E-mail Jim for more info. 

Bard Boand talked about the Little Sturgis on the River 
ride over Fathers Day weekend in June. This too, has 
been a member favorite with our famous dinner at Duck 
City Bistro, and Stagecoach Trail Ride. And, of course. 
Hawkeye's ride through the Iowa countryside. 

Bard also reported on the Big Sturgis ride to the Black 
Hills in August. This will be the 10 th  Anniversary ride, and 
always a member favorite. E-mail Bard for the itinerary. 
If you've heard a lot of members raving about this ride, 
it's because it's just so much fun, so don't miss this one. 

Mick Bryan spoke about a 2 day trip to Galena he's plan-
ning for June 11 & 12. Contact him for more details on 
what he's got in mind. 

SECRETARY'S NOTE TO ALL ROAD CAPTAINS OR 
PLANNERS OF RIDES: 

Because of the vast amount of information regarding 
planned rides, and the fact that I'm not a stenographer, 
and the minutes can't be as long as a Russian novel, I 
URGE  all RC's and planners to submit a brief synopsis of 
their rides to be published in Roar each month. That way 
members have a better idea of your plans, and will know 
who to contact and how to contact you all for more infor-
mation. It's your ride, so you've got to get the word out. 

NOTE TO MEMBERS: Below are a few brief blurbs by 
various Road Captains about upcoming rides, ESPE-
CIALLY about overnight rides. It is very important that 
you look these over and contact the Road Captain, or 
organizer of these rides for more detail, and let them 
know right away if you have an interest in going on that 
ride. That way, they'll know if there is enough interest to 
pursue the ride, get hotel and dining information and res-
ervations, etc. These rides take a lot of planning, and the 
Road Captain NEEDS to have a good idea of what the 
participation will be like. 

Mark Heller is planning a 5 day, 4 night ride in Canada on 
July 13 thru 17. It sounds really cool, so e-mail Mark for 
info and let him know if you're interested. 

Jim Haase is planning his Trempleau ride over the July 
4 th  weekend. This ride has been a member favorite for 

Mark Heller (and a big Top Cats ROAR for his redesign 
of our Roar Newsletter) requested more articles be sent 
to him for the Roar. Mark is also going to redesign our 
website along with Sal Saccomono, so look for changes 
coming soon. You can continue to send Sal your items 
and info for the website. 

Safety Chairman, Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick spoke 
about the need to make safety more prominent during the 
season. Chrissy Compton will head the Safety Support 
Committee. GRASS classes will be updated and more 
Senior Road Captains will participate in teaching the 
classes, and will become more prominent at meetings by 
handling some of the safety tip chores. Windy Krepel will 
be the head of the Road Captain portion of the Safety 
Committee, and will get our members who are MSF in-
structors more involved at meetings as well. 
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Minutes General Meeting: February 2005 Continued 

`-y  by Ken 'Hawkey& Glassman 

Wayne's Safety Tip concerned all the things that can go 
wrong over the long winter hibernation with your riding 
gear, and motorcycle. He urged everyone to check you 
gear from clothing, rain suits, helmets, boots, etc. to 
make sure they're in good condition, laundered, and 
ready to go when that first warm spring day hits. Also, 
check your bikes tires, battery, and general condition as 
well. If it's loose, tighten it, if it's tight (and should be 
loose) lubricate it. Check the spokes on your wheels to 
make sure they're tight, and everything is ride and road-
worthy. You don't want to have your bike in the shop 
when the weather breaks, or worse, be unable to ride for 
3 weeks in spring because you can't get an appointment 
with the service department at your dealership. 

Scott Compton the "Official Licensed Top Cat Photogra-
pher" has his camera set up at each meeting in order to 
take photos of all members for the website, and Business 
Directory. So if you haven't had yours done, please 
come to the next meeting and look for Scott. He'll also 
be taking lots of photos of our rides and events. 

Chuck Prettyman announced that our Annual Charity 
Ride will be held on September 11, 2005. Help with put-
ting on this ride is always needed, so call Chuck or Rose 
Temple to find out how you can get involved. This is the 
PERFECT way for newer members to get involved with 
the club, our charity, NISRA, and to meet and make 
friends with other members. It doesn't take up a lot of 
your time, and it is a very rewarding experience. And Ric 
Case announced that we're going to bring back the bike 
raffle this year to help raise funds. So we'll need some 
help from members to get that going as well. This is 
OUR CLUB'S ride, OUR tradition, and we expect all 
members to participate. 

for all of us to be able to network. 

Membership Chairman, Lynn Adams, introduce our new-
est members, Dan Pontecore, Kim Pontecore, Carrol 
Hornsby, Guy Micelli, Michael Bradbury, and Bryant 
Schroeder. Big TOP CATS WELCOME TO ALL. Also, 
PLEASE keep Lynn updated as to any E-mail address 
changes, or any other changes to your home address, 
phone numbers, etc. so  she can keep the roster up to 
date properly. In fact, please get a roster from Lynn, just 
to check to make sure that all your info is correct. And, if 
you need to get phone numbers or E-mail addresses of 
any of any member, such as the Road Captains or Ride 
planners you can always refer to the Business Directory, 
OR E-mail Lynn at leadams38@msn.com  She will be 
happy to e-mail you the complete roster on an Excel 
Spreadsheet, so you have it at your fingertips when you 
need it. 

Before we adjourned, Treasurer Carl Marcyan had a sur-
prise for Bard Boand. Carl had such a good time on the 
Big Sturgis ride, (and can you blame him — he rode home 
with me and John Snelgrove, and he and I put a bunch of 
miles on our bikes riding around the Black Hills together) 
and Carl was so impressed with the way Bard planned 
and orchestrated the entire ride that he presented Bard 
with a commemorative denim jacket. On the front was 
embroidered the Crazy Horse logo commemorating 
Bards role in getting the Top Cats up to the face of Crazy 
Horse mountain, as well as Bards road name "Judge". 
On the back, an elaborate embroidered Top Cat lion 
head, and the words Sturgis 2004. And not only was the 
jacket beautiful, it was large enough to fit Bard's ample 
frame. We don't know how many denims gave their life 
for that jacket, but it was worth it! 

Windy Krepel and Larry Scalzitti, both MSF instructors, 
passed out info about signing up for the Motorcycle 
Safety Courses (for both Basic and Experienced 
classes). You can get information about the classes by 
going to www.dot.state.il.us  and follow the links to the 
MSF training classes. Larry Scalzitti also urged inter-
ested members to become instructors for the MSF. If 
you're interested, give Larry a call. 

Jim Haase reminded members that the Business Direc-
tory is up and running, and you can get to it by clicking on 
the link on the opening page of our website. BUT, Jim 
needs to get your business information, such as Com-
pany Name, Address, Phone Number, and what your 
business is all about. So E-mail Jim with that info. The 
sooner we get all the info on the site, the better it will be 
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Stubborn or Stupid 
By Larry Scalzitti 

When I got out of the meeting, I discovered at least an 
inch of snow on the ground and unfortunately a little 
slicker surface than I had anticipated. Needless to say 
the snow got here earlier and the temps fell a little faster 
than advertised. Add in the fact that the salt trucks/plows 
had not been around yet either and that equals a forecast 
for disaster in the making. But despite those warning 
signs, I chose to ignore them and go on. I kept thinking -
no problem - this is just like the summer of 03, when I 
rode over Beartooth Pass with slush on the ground from 
the previous days snow that closed the pass and then the 
next day in Yellowstone when I rode one morning with 
snow on the ground and falling from the sky. No problem. 
I had walked outside with Rose and Tom Temple. They 
offered me a ride home, but I didn't listen to them either. 
At this point I probably crossed the fine line between 
stubborn and stupid, but at the time I was all stubborn. In 

Page: 

There's a fine line between being 
stupid or stubborn. As some of you 
know I live in Lake Zurich, across 
the street from the Cuba Marsh 
Forest Preserve. The other day, 
the weather folks were broadcast-
ing a winter storm warning for 
Tuesday night (1/4) and all day 
Wednesday(1/5). Ten to twelve 

inches of snowfall were being forecast for that timeframe. 
Being the weather nerd that I've become since I started 
riding lots of motorcycle miles - I watched four stations 
worth of weather and determined that the snow wasn't 
going to start until after midnight. 

Well, the first Tuesday of the month is when one of my 
motorcycle clubs meets. I always figure that if you go to a 
motorcycle meeting you should ride to the meeting on a 
motorcycle. I think that's the stubborn part. I left my 
house at 7 pm. The temperature had been a steady 34 
degrees for a few hours and it had been lightly raining for 
the past few hours. The roads were damp, but still rela-
tively warm from the day. The wind was moderate. So I 
figured no problem, just another brisk ride. The meetings 
usually last for a few hours and I'd be home before 10 pm 
and hours before the snow started. I also figured that the 
salt trucks would probably be on the roads before I got 
home so no worries. 

other words - I rode it here, so I'll ride it home. After all it's 
just 10 miles or so to the barn. 

No knobbies on the big GS - just Tourances with about 
1000 miles of tread left. There's that stubborn or stupid line 
to cross again or maybe its the cheap bastard in me show-
ing up. Well anyway off I charged. Slippery, but very do-
able. I took it easy on speed and kept my inputs controlled 
and steady. The bike slip-sided a little, but each time we 
found traction and quickly recovered. I was headed west on 
a major two lane artery - Lake Cook Road - where the 
speed limit was 50 mph. I had my hazards flashing and had 
worked my speed up to 35 mph. All was good and although 
I was very focused, I was enjoying the ride. I hit a slippery 
spot that started to wag the bike. I thought I had it under 
control, but ... the bike kept oscillating - undamped—and 
you guessed it - I low sided. The fall was gentle, the engine 
guards and cases slid the bike down the road. I separated 
from the my ride and tumbled along after it. When we 
stopped, both the big GS and I were both okay, just a little 
shaken up. All of the oncoming traffic missed me and no 
one in the traffic behind me ran over the bike or myself. 50 
mph headlights whizzing by my head, as I lay sprawled on 
the pavement, did not make me feel very comfortable. I got 
up and started to right my bike, but was having a hard time 
on the slippery surface. Both my bike and I searched for 
some decent footing, but we were slipping and sliding. After 
awhile another rider - in his cage - stopped and help me 
right the bike and then was kind enough to follow me home. 
I got his name and address so I could properly thank him 
today. I'd have had a hell of a time getting home without his 
positive words of compassion that helped me regain my 
focus. 

Continued on page 17 

AMERICA  
Ar-IlkOPEN ROAD 

ROSS SCHLIESMANN 
OWNER 

SP 	ON 	klERFCAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 360 0999 
Ross@^`americasopenroad.com  www.americasopenroaeLcom 

16 



The meeting was held at the Castaways. Present were 
Jim Heniff, Chuck Prettyman, Jim Krepel, Sandy Vernon, 
Ken Glassman, Terry Kumro. 

Guests included Ric Case, Bard Boand, Jim Haase, Mark 
Sullivan, Lynn Adams and Carl Marcyan. 

The minutes of the November Board Meeting were read 
and accepted. 

Treasurer, Don Schaffer, was absent, so no financials 
were presented. 

Mark Sullivan reported on the Banquet Committees pro-
gress. The issue of awards was discussed, and Jim 
Heniff left that up to the Banquet Committee to decide. 

Final plans for the Banquet will be presented at the next 
General Meeting. 

Scott Swearingen , and Karlene Mondlach Swearingen, 
of Palatine were approved for Full membership; Greg 
Smith was approved for Full membership; Ronald Freu-
denberger, of Palatine was approved as a Full member. 
Big Top Cats WELCOME to our new members. 

An old proposal by Don Schaffer, on the use of Top Cat 
"Colors" or patches given to members, was discussed. It 
was decided that the idea of having members return their 
patches when they leave the club would be unenforce-
able, so the proposal was dropped. 

Meeting adjourned.  

Minutes Board Meeting: December, 2004 

 

   

by Ken Ilawkeyei Glassman 

Stubborn Or Stupid Continued 

Well, I could have parked it at the meeting site and gotten 
a ride home. Abandoning my ride in the face of a storm 
was not something I wanted to do. Of course, if I'd lis-
tened to my wife, I would have not ridden to start with. 
Stupid or stubborn, it's a fine line. The good news - I don't 
feel quite as old as I did the day before. I was telling 
someone recently, "Now that I'm 51, I have to take it a 
little slower. When I fall now, I'll tend to break rather than 
bounce. Looks like I'm still young enough to bounce. Just 
a few sore spots today on this veteran's body. 

Need Help With 
Income Taxes 

Divorce Planning 
Business Valuation 

Business Accounting 
Financial Audits or Reviews 

Computer Systems Assistance 
• Business or Personal Planning 

▪ You Need The NumbersMan 
Here's a shot of me at Beaartooth Pass in June 2003. •• Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

• Coleman, Joseph, Blitstein & Stuart, LLC 
108 Wilmot Road — Suite 330 

• Deerfield, IL 60015 

• numbersman@cjbs.com  

847-580-5434 
• Advice rendered by our firm is totally independ- 
•

▪ 

ent. We do not sell or take any commissions or 
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Scatzetti Financial S rvIes 
Taxes Financial Planning 

We're a family business and have been doing taxes since 1968 

Larry Scalzitti 

Guy Scalzitti 

847-253-7316 

836 N Fernandez Ave 

Arlington Hts, IL. 60004 

HULDEN 

rAt difasaip  

APHICS 
C.O.R-P.O•R•A•T•1•0°N 

From Design 
To Printing 

in One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

fp7i- 
, 4 4.  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) 	E. Dundee 
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BIKER CULTURE 
Submitted by Traveler 

Biker tombstone epitaphs.... 

1947-2003 Helmet? I don't need no stinkin' hel-
met 

1949-1992 Yo, women, wash my bike and get me a beer 

1945-1998 That tire's good for another 2,000 miles 

1955-2000 I know how to ride. I rode when I was in college 

1982-2004 Watch this wheelie... 

1940-2005 An annual physical? I'm in great shape 

1950-2001 I let my husband drink all the time 
when we ride 

1979-1999 Wanna race? 

1952-2002 Yeah, I ride in any weather 

ROARing With Laughter? 
Submitted By By Kenneth D. Massara 

A motorcycle mechanic was doing a complete en-
gine rebuild on a motorcycle. He had removed 
the fuel tank, the cylinder heads, the pistons and 
many other parts and had them spread out all 
over his work area. 

G- 	ENT 'RISES  
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

I lEANING 
	

CELL. # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL. 	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION ® ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL A well known heart surgeon who owned the bike 

stopped by to see how things were going and the 
mechanic paused for a second and told the sur-
geon how similar their work was. 

He said "see doc, just like you, I open it all up, 
remove the bad parts, put in some new parts, 
close it all up again and my patient will be as good 
as new. 

The surgeon nodded in agreement and the me-
chanic asked "so why do you make so much 
money compared to my paltry salary?" The sur-
geon leaned towards him and whispered..."Try 
doing that while the engine is still running!". 
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ALES 
SERVE 

Jim Samaras 
Invites you to visit - 

MMMMM 61 MMMMMM 	 ie 	 1.1 66 PA NS 

Plus tax 
Up To 5 ins 

Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly highter. 
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Where RI. 14 Meets RI. 176 CRYSTAL LAKE ® 815 459-8000 

www.vikingdodge.com  
vy 
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LUBE, OIL & 
FILTER CHANGE 117 
No Appointment Necessary! 
SERVICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat Barn-12pm 
One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 
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847-669-0456 
Huntley, H. 

WWW.ra ndyscycle.com  

Top Cat Banquet Is A Top Notch Success Continued 
leading the Saturday ride around the 
Iowa Countryside, because the rides 
that the event planner offered wasn't 
up to Top Cat standards. I was with 
Bard 4 years ago, when we fell into 
Duck City Bistro in Davenport, and he 
convinced the owner to provide our 
club with the entire outdoor veranda to 
hold our Saturday night dinner. The 
owner was understandably leery of 
having a bunch of bikers partying out-
side his restaurant on his biggest night 
of the week, perhaps scaring away the 
regulars. But Bards persistence and 
insistence allayed all his fears. And 

after that first night, the Duck City 
Bistro Banquet has become one of 
the highlights of the Top Cat activi-
ties, and the restaurant owners and 
staff welcome us each year with 
open arms and friendship, much as 
the owners of the Alex Johnson Ho-
tel do in Rapid City. 

And each time Bard goes into his 
admittedly long winded speech out-
lining those two rides, and forcefully 
urges all the members to attend 
them, every member can recognize 
the love and passion that Bard has 

for the club and the fun atmosphere 
that he works so hard to create for 
the members who go on those rides. 
And if you have ever attended either 
ride (and I URGE everyone to do so) 
you'll get to fully appreciate and en-
joy the fruits of his labors. A BIG 
TOP CAT ROAR to Bard Boand. 

And a BIG TOP CAT ROAR to 
EVERY member who was honored 
and recognized at the best Annual 
Banquet we've ever had.  

<pc, 	 I 

TID-BITS 
submitted by Stefan Levy 

The Washington Post's Style Invita-
tional once again asked readers to 
take any word from the dictionary, alter 
it by adding, subtracting, or changing 
one letter, and to supply a new defini-
tion. Here are some of the submit-
tals... 

Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a 
house, which renders the subject finan-
cially impotent for an indefinite period. 

Inoculatte (v): To take coffee intrave-
nously when you are running late. 

Osteopornosis (n): A degenerate dis-
ease. 

Ignoranus (n): A person who's both 
stupid and an asshole. 

T-Rex - Here Now 

Interesting Cycle Link of the Month — Sent in by Mike Bradbury 
http://www.brp.com/en-CA/Media.Center/  

Top Cats—Illinois 

PO Box 1201 

Barrington, IL. 60011-1201 
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